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The City of Garnavillo City Council met in a regular session on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 6:00 pm 
at the Community Center, 106 W Niagara Street, Garnavillo. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mayor Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson. 
 
Roll call was taken. Council members in attendance were Bill Rademacher, Chad Schmelzer, Lance 
Kuehl, Mike Schmelzer and Rachel Wolter. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

Council Member M Schmelzer asked about the Solutions by Mark invoices/payment. City 
Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the invoices/payment was for the new computers 
and the new backup system. 

 
M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve the consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 
0 
 
Claims 
 

001216   ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS  PHONES  $934.62 
001218   BLACK HILLS ENERGY  NATURAL GAS $2,060.55 
001219   ALLIANT ENERGY   UTILITY  $7,170.41 
001220   INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $678.23 
001221   INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $1,822.42 
001222   POSTMASTER                                    POSTAGE  $1.50 
001223   ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS  PHONE                         $67.76  
001224   ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS   PHONE                        $67.79 
001233   POSTMASTER                                   POSTAGE  $31.65 
001234   WELLMARK    PREMIUMS  $4,026.74 
001235   COMELEC SERVICES INC                    ROUTER  $10.00 
001236   COMELEC SERVICES INC                       ROUTER  $10.00 
001237   AFLAC                                          PREMIUMS  $229.68 
001238   US CELLULAR                                   CELL PHONE  $546.84 
001239   INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE  WITHHOLDINGS $1,897.05 
001240   POSTMASTER                                   POSTAGE  $241.00 
001241   AFLAC                                          PREMIUMS  $153.12 
001243   ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS                PHONES  $862.86 
001244   BLACK HILLS ENERGY                           UTILITY  $2,198.60 
001245   COMELEC SERVICES INC                        ROUTER  $10.00 
001246   COMELEC SERVICES INC                        ROUTER  $10.00 
001247   INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE  WITHHOLDINGS $743.54 
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001248   POSTMASTER                                    POSTAGE  $31.65 
001249   POSTMASTER                                   POSTAGE  $6.35 
001250   US CELLULAR                                   CELL PHONE  $239.77 
001251   WELLMARK                             PREMIUMS  $4,026.74 
017196   ALLIANT ENERGY                            UTILITY  $471.51 
017197   ANDREAE, TYLER                   UNIFORMS  $159.90 
017198   BADGER METER                                 READS   $31.60 
017199   BANYON DATA SYSTEMS             SOFTWARE  $1,429.00 
017200   BOBS LAWN CARE                               LAWN CARE  $788.50  
017201   CENGAGE LEARNING INC/GALE     LIBRARY  $132.57 
017202   CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT             LIBRARY  $158.88 
017203   COMELEC SERVICES INC                       SIREN   $4,015.25 
017204   DEMCO                                         LIBRARY  $379.85 
017205   EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING TESTING  $857.56 
017206   GARNAVILLO CEMETERY ASSOC      PROP TAX  $42.81 
017207   GOOD HOUSEKEEPING                          LIBRARY  $32.07 
017208   GUTTENBERG PRESS                             LIBRARY & PUBS $207.95 
017209   HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT      CHEMICALS  $584.77 
017210   IHDE S                                        FUEL   $23.00 
017211   IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC   ANNUAL FEES  $300.00 
017212   IOWA ONE CALL                                LOCATES  $9.00 
017213   LINK HYDRAULIC                               SANDER  $87.19 
017214   MEUSER LUMBER-ELKADER                SUPPLIES  $30.48 
017215   MICROBAC/KEYSTONE                           TESTING  $47.50 
017216   PRESS PRINTS                                 UNIFORMS  $228.00 
017217   SCHUMANN REPAIR LLC                     2012 F250  $1,040.72 
017218   SIMON FIRE EQUIPMENT &               RESCUE TRUCK $824.28 
017219   THREE RIVERS FS CO                           FUEL   $1,446.2 
017224   ACCESS                                         LIBRARY  $106.95 
017225   BETTER HOMES & GARDENS            LIBRARY  $24.00 
017226   CENGAGE LEARNING INC/GALE        LIBRARY  $25.49 
017227   CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT             LIBRARY  $97.68 
017228   CONSUMER REPORTS                           LIBRARY   $37.45 
017229   TASTE OF HOME                          LIBRARY  $20.00 
017232   ALLIANT ENERGY                               UTILITY  $5,869.00 
017233   AUTO XTRAS                                   SQUAD  $1,500.00 
017234   BADGER METER                                 READS   $31.60 
017235   BOB'S JOHNSON'S COMPUTER             SQUAD  $1,116.27 
017236   BROWN S SALES & LEASING -            EMS   $990.93 
017237   CAMP POWERSPORTS-NAPA               SNOW PLOW  $83.83 
017238   COMELEC SERVICES INC                       PARK SIREN  $300.25 
017239   EDGEWOOD AUTO & TIRE               SNOW PLOW  $600.00 
017240   EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING TESTING  $585.04 
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017241   FISK FARM & HOME                             BLDG MAINT  $197.44 
017242   GARNAVILLO CEMETERY ASSOC PROP TAX  $448.20 
017243   GUTTENBERG PRESS                             PUBS   $147.42 
017244   HERITAGE PRINTING                            POSTCARD STOCK $1,475.25 
017245   IAMU                                          DUES   $762.00 
017246   IHDE S                                        FUEL   $339.30 
017247   IMFOA                                         DUES/TRAINING $200.00 
017248   KLUESNER SANITATION LLC             TRASH/RECYCLE $4,830.00 
017249   MEUSER LUMBER-GUTTENBERG    SUPPLIES  $3.96 
017250   MICROBAC/KEYSTONE                           TESTING  $95.00 
017251   MOSER MECHANICAL LLC                  LIBRARY  $85.00 
017252   RADEMACHER, LINDA                           SUPPLIES  $27.29 
017253   RICOH USA INC                                COPIES   $194.36 
017254   SCHUMANN REPAIR LLC                     SNOW PLOW  $337.77 
017255   SOLUTIONS BY MARK    COMPUTERS & IT  $5,869.85 
017256   THREE RIVERS FS CO                           FUEL   $649.76 
017257   VAN HORN, ERIC                               RMBS/SQUAD  $123.61 

 
Treasurer Report 
 

2025-01 Treasurer Report 
 Money 
Market   Checking  Outstanding  Petty Cash  

General  $    744,690.07   $  629,697.74   $  (6,677.94)  $            150  
Road Use Tax   $  187,387.39    
Employee Benefit   $    52,094.34    
Emergency   $           62.89    
Tax Increment Financing   $      4,738.25    
Urban Renewal   $      8,144.72    
Debt Service   $    36,785.94    
Capital Project  $           158.46   $  293,525.67    
Storm Water Utility   $      46,503.01   $    73,004.03    
Water  $    409,011.28   $  175,022.25   $        57.39   $            100  
Water Sinking   $     (6,690.50)   
Sewer  $    888,682.78   $  218,006.68    

 Budget YTD Budget YTD 
Revenues General Fund Special Revenue 

Public Safety  $           81,348   $    34,280.99    
Public Works  $           84,100   $    59,669.91   $    101,479   $  64,280.84  
Culture & Recreation  $           77,925   $    23,538.73    
Other Government  $           61,875   $    37,083.49    
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Non-Departmental  $         347,735   $  309,146.24   $      53,635   $  15,533.62  
Debt Service  $           35,613   $    34,229.36    
Capital Project   $    23,164.00    
Proprietary  $         602,247   $  456,252.10    
 Expenditures General Fund  Special Revenue 
Public Safety  $         180,100   $  117,478.51   $      18,550   $    2,600.45  
Public Works  $         155,900   $    59,795.30   $      48,000   $  23,590.42  
Health & Social Services  $                875     
Culture & Recreation  $         138,527   $    44,016.68   $      10,700   $    4,277.25  
Economic Development  $             1,600   $      1,100.00   $        5,000   
Other Government  $         153,875   $    36,294.89   $      11,125   $    8,636.89  
Debt Service  $           36,156   $      2,541.25    

Capital Project   $    68,296.17  
  

Proprietary  $         502,719   $  306,312.78    
 
Public Hearing 
 

FY25 Budget Amendment #1  
 
Mayor Lawson opened the public hearing at 6:02 pm. Roll call was taken.  
 
Council members present were C Schmelzer, Kuehl, M Schmelzer, Wolter and Rademacher. 
 
There were no citizen comments, no council comments and City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson 
stated that there were no comments received in the office.  
 
Mayor Lawson closed the public hearing at 6:03 pm.  
 

M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-04 A resolution to approve FY25 Budget 
Amendment #1.  

Roll Call 
Aye: Kuehl, M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
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Citizen Comments 
 

A representative from Imagine The Possibilities announced that the Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
will be Saturday, April 19th, 2025  

 
Old Business 
 

None 
 
New Business  

 
Kluesner Sanitation  
 
A representative from Kluesner Sanitation addressed council regarding a possible contract 
extension. He stated that they just purchased the Nutrien property just outside city limits and are 
opening a garbage transfer station.   
 
Council Member M Schmelzer stated that he would like to go out to bid. 
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the current contract states that the council can 
renew the contract if we are within 180 days of the expiration date and that the rates presented to 
council tonight are subject to change if we go out to bid. 
 
Council Members Kuehl and Wolter stated that they would like to renew the contract and not go 
out to bid. 
 

M/S Kuehl/Wolter To approve Resolution 2024-05 A resolution approving the renewal of the 
Kluesner Sanitation Solid Waste Contract.  

Roll Call 
Aye: M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
 

Garnavillo Lions Club/City Storage Building, 205 S Adams St  
 
Bill Robinson addressed the council regarding the Lions Clubs request, he explained that the 
current location has been sold and they are in need of a new location. He stated that this is a joint 
venture between the Lions Club, Community Boosters and the Garnavillo Historical Society. 
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Robinson stated that earn approximately $6000 annually per group and is growing. Robinson also 
stated that he sent a copy of the Lions Club International Liability insurance to the city’s insurance 
provider. He also stated that they will help clean up the building if it is approved. 
 
Council, staff and Robinson discussed options for the building, ie: lease or sell. The council agreed 
to lease the property for six months and revisit selling the property.  
 

M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-06 A resolution to enter into a short term, six 
(6) month lease with the Garnavillo Lions Club for the 205 S Adams Street storage building.  

Roll Call 
Aye: Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl, M Schmelzer 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 

 
Meier Second Addition Lots, Tyler Kraus  
 
Tyler Kraus addressed the city council regarding the plans that he put together for the Meier 
Second Addition, he stated that he would like to be the sole developer. 
 
Kraus, council and staff discussed the options and determined that a meeting to negotiate the 
terms needs to be held. Council members C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, City Administrator/Clerk 
Atkinson and Mayor Lawson will schedule a meeting with Kraus. 

 
M/S Rademacher/Wolter To table until negotiations have been completed and a preliminary 
agreement can be presented to council. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0  
 

GEIDC Farmers’ Market  
 
GEIDC Representative Samantha Brandel asked the council for permission to use the Main Street 
Park for a Farmers Market on Thursdays. 
 

M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-07 A resolution to approve use of the 
Main Street Park for the GEIDC Farmers Market with ‘removal of trash’ added to the vendor agreement. 

Roll Call 
Aye: Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
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Clayton County/City Salt/Sand Shed, Casey Stickfort  
 
Clayton County Engineer Casey Stickfort addressed the council regarding the plans for the 
salt/sand shed improvements and the proposed 28E agreement that goes with it. City 
Administrator/Clerk Atkinson asked if the removal of the building that the city stores the 
gravel/asphalt was taken into consideration when they were calculating the percentages of 
responsibility. Stickfort stated that was a fair question and that he would look into it. PWS 
Schroyer asked why city staff was not involved in the design discussion of the new shed, he stated 
that when it originally discussed it was agreed that we would work together. Stickfort stated that 
during that discussion it was determined that the county owned the building. Council Member 
Rademacher stated that the city owns the ground so we should be included especially if we are 
paying for a portion of it.  
 
Council asked staff to set up a meeting with the streets committee and county to discuss the 
proposed plans and 28E.  

 
M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To table the Clayton County/City Salt/Sand Shed discussion until a 
meeting with the Streets Committee, county and staff has been completed. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 
Abstention: 0 
 

FY26 Budget Requests  
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the requests listed are the items previously 
discussed at the budget work session.  
 

M/S Kuehl/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-08 A resolution approving support requests for FY26 
budget: Clayton Ridge After Prom, $50, Garnavillo Community Boosters, $5,000 and Clayton County 
Development Group, $1,600.  

Roll Call 
Aye: C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Kuehl, Wolter 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
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Wellmark Health Insurance Renewal 
 

M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve Resolution 2025-09 A resolution to approve Wellmark 
Health Insurance renewal, $2,210.56 monthly. 
 Roll Call 
  Aye: M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
 

EMC Insurance TORT Insurance Renewal  
 

M/S Rademacher/M Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-10 A resolution to approve EMC 
Insurance TORT Insurance Renewal, $96,203. 

Roll Call 
  Aye: Wolter, M Schmelzer, Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 

 
NEIRHTF 3-year agreement  
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that this agreement was discussed at the FY26 
Budget Work Session and was determined to be important for the community as a whole.  
 

M/S Wolter/M Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-11 A resolution approving a three (3) year 
with Northeast Iowa Regional Housing Trust Fund (NEIRHTF), $4,000 annually. 
 Roll Call 
  Aye: M Schmelzer, Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
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Set FY26 Proposed Tax Rate Public Hearing, 04/02/25 @ 6:00 pm 
 
M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve Resolution 2025-12 A resolution setting the FY26 
Proposed Tax Rate Public Hearing, 04/02/25 @ 6:00 pm. 
 Roll Call 
  Aye: Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter, M Schmelzer 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
 

Set Special Session to set FY26 Budget Public Hearing, 04/02/25 @ 6:30 pm  
 

M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-13 A resolution setting a special 
session to set the FY26 Budget Public Hearing, 04/02/25 @ 6:30 pm. 

Roll Call  
Aye: C Schmelzer, Rademacher Wolter, M Schmelzer, Kuehl 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 

 
Policy: Water Bacterial Sampling Procedure  
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that Public Works Superintendent Schroyer has 
this procedure on file with the Iowa DNR and that this is just a procedure update so the city has 
one on file as well.  
  

M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-14 A resolution to approve City Policy: Water 
Bacterial Sampling Procedure. 
 Roll Call 
  Aye: Rademacher, Wolter, M Schmelzer, Kuehl, C Schmelzer 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
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PD New Hire ~ Jo Amsden  
 
Chief of Police Van Horn addressed council, he explained that with the hiring of Jo Amsden our 
department will be a full-staff and we will have be able to have some daytime patrols.  
 

M/S C Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-15 A resolution to hire Jo Amsden as a Reserve 
Officer, $20.00 hourly rate. 

Roll Call  
Aye: Wolter, Kuehl, Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer 

  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
 

Ordinance: Chapter 69 Parking Regulations – First Reading 
 

Chief of Police Van Horn and Public Works Superintendent Schroyer explained the requested 
change to council, stating that it will help with snow removal. 
 

M/S M Schmelzer/Kuehl To approve the first (1st) reading of Ordinance 01-2025 Chapter 69 Parking 
Regulations.  
 Roll Call 
  Aye: Kuehl, Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
 
M/S Rademacher/Wolter To suspend the rules, waive the additional reading requirement and 
approve on the first reading.  
 Roll Call 
  Aye: Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter, Kuehl 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None 
  Abstention: None 
 
Engineer’s Report 

 
Fehr Graham Engineer Sam Ertl provided council a written report which was included in the 
packet. 
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Attorney Report 
 

Nuisance Properties  
 
City Attorney Kruse provided council with a brief update regarding the pending trial. 

 
Department Reports 

 
Public Works Superintendent Schroyer reported that they are starting the normal spring cleanup 
around the shop and other city facilities. 
 
Chief of Police Van Horn’s report was in the packet.  
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson’s report was in the packet. 
 
Library Director Wolter’s report was in the packet 

 
Council Comment 
 

Council Member Rademacher reported that the fire truck frame has been delivered to Simon’s 
for the next step in the build and that the chassis coming first part of May. 

 
Mayor’s Report 

 
 None 
 

M/S C Schmelzer/M Schmelzer To adjourn at 7:24 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0 
 
 
 
        _________________________________________  
        Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________________  
Melissa J Atkinson, City Administrator/Clerk 


