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The City of Garnavillo City Council met in a regular session on Wednesday, April 9, 2025 at 6:00 pm at 
the Community Center, 106 W Niagara Street, Garnavillo. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mayor Charles “Chuck” Lawson. 
 
Roll call was taken. Council members present were Rachel Wolter, Lance Kuehl, Mike Schmelzer, Chad 
Schmelzer and Bill Rademacher. 
 
M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve the consent agenda.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 
Abstention: 0 
 
Claims 
 

1252 IRS WITHHOLDINGS $1,794.66  
1253 IPERS CONTRIBUTIONS $2,700.10  
1254 IPERS CONTRIBUTIONS $3,912.22  
1255 POSTMASTER POSTAGE $11.70  
1256 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX $195.18  
1257 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA SALES TAX $231.27  
1258 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA WET $1,094.31  
1259 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA WET $1,226.97  
1260 POSTMASTER POSTAGE $241.00  
1261 AMAZON.COM OFFICE $22.43  
1262 SECRETARY OF STATE NOTARY $30.00  
1263 AMAZON.COM OFFICE $9.08  
1264 IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT FEES $63.55  
1265 IRS WITHHOLDINGS $1,977.47  
1266 SAMS CLUB OFFICE $253.72  
1267 ALLIANT ENERGY UTILITY $6,028.42  
1268 MENARDS PW $134.39  
1269 POSTMASTER POSTAGE $10.65  
1270 POSTMASTER POSTAGE $35.85  
1271 CITY OF GARNAVILLO CSB $0.02  
1272 IRS WITHHOLDINGS $2,034.05  
1273 ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS PHONES $861.77  
1274 COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER $10.00  
1275 COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER $10.00  
1276 TREASURER STATE OF IOWA WITHHOLDINGS $1,549.26  
1277 AFLAC PREMIUMS $153.12  
1278 ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS PHONES $67.19  
1279 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $2,034.05  
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17138 AIRGAS USA LLC EMS $221.91  
17286 A & J PETERSBURG AGENCY PREMIUMS $96,046.00  
17287 AFTER PROM COMMITTEE CONTRIBUTIONS $50.00  
17288 BADGER METER READS $391.68  
17289 BROWN S SALES & LEASING PD $522.40  
17290 CAMP POWERSPORTS-NAPA FD $200.41  
17291 CENGAGE LEARNING INC/GALE LIBRARY $192.25  
17292 CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT LIBRARY $98.28  
17293 CCDG CONTRIBUTIONS $235.00  
17294 DEARBORN NATIONAL LIFE INSURAN PREMIUMS $122.40  
17295 DEMCO LIBRARY $60.52  
17296 FAYETTE COUNTY SHERIFFS OFFICE SERVICES $126.00  
17297 FISK FARM & HOME FD $1,611.15  
17298 GUTTENBERG PRESS PUBS $410.33  
17299 HACH COMPANY PW $700.93  
17300 HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT PW $384.46  
17301 IAMU DUES $435.00  
17302 IHDE S FUEL $154.15  
17303 IOWA OUTDOORS LIBRARY $25.00  
17304 J & R SUPPLY PW $409.00  
17305 KLUESNER SANITATION LLC TRASH/RECYCLING $4,875.00  
17306 MEUSER LUMBER-GUTTENBERG PW $316.00  
17307 MICROBAC PW $35.00  
17308 MIDAMERICA BOOKS LIBRARY $47.90  
17309 QUILL CORP LIBRARY $65.80  
17310 SCHUMANN REPAIR LLC PW $95.00  
17311 THREE RIVERS FS CO DUST CONTROL $477.00  
17312 WOMANS DAY LIBRARY $26.72  

 
Treasurer Report 
 

2025-02 Treasurer Report 
 Money 
Market   Checking  Outstanding  Petty Cash  

General $ 747,516.04 $ 629,581.91  $ 2,493.56  $ 150 
Road Use Tax  $ 198,874.40    
Employee Benefit  $   46,079.30    
Emergency  $          62.89    
Tax Increment Financing  $     4,738.25    
Urban Renewal  $     8,144.72    
Debt Service  $   38,169.58    
Capital Project $        158.46 $ 316,689.67    
Storm Water Utility  $   46,656.47 $   75,719.11    
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Water $ 410,361.06 $ 195,596.37  $        57.39  $ 100 
Water Sinking  $   (6,690.50)   
Sewer $ 891,616.07 $ 238,995.59    
Revenues General Fund  Special Revenue 

 Budget   YTD   Budget   YTD  
Public Safety $   81,348 $  49,922.73    
Public Works $   84,100 $  64,818.28  $ 101,479  $ 71,983.96 
Culture & Recreation $   77,925 $  23,982.85    
Other Government $   61,875 $  37,788.10    
Non-Departmental $ 347,735 $ 251,673.30   $ 16,318.36 
Debt Service $   35,613 $   20,196.97    
Capital Project  $   23,164.00    
Proprietary $ 602,247 $ 456,252.10    
Expenditures General Fund  Special Revenue 

  Budget   YTD   Budget   YTD  
Public Safety $ 251,600 $ 140,567.53  $   18,550 $ 28,329.13 
Public Works $ 155,900 $   80,996.68  $ 101,479 $ 26,388.37 
Health & Social Services $        875    
Culture & Recreation $ 138,527 $   55,762.91  $   10,700 $   5,596.23 
Economic Development $     1,600 $     1,335.00    
Other Government $ 168,750 $ 116,814.40  $   11,125 $ 10,656.73 
Debt Service $   36,155.50 $     2,541.25    
Capital Project  $   68,296.17    
Proprietary $ 502,719 $ 360,914.68    
 

Citizen Comments 
 
Residents addressed council regarding Urban Chicken Permit Fee, they stated that they do not think 
it’s fair that they have to pay every year. 
 
Garnavillo Community Booster and Garnavillo Lions Club representative provided council with 
updates on the new can shed, park bathroom project and showed council a proposed banner. 

 
Old Business 
  

Meier Second Addition Development/Lot Sales 
 
Developer Tyler Kraus and Developer Park Ridge Rentals, Mary Everett and Jason Hoefer addressed 
the council and indicated which lots they were interested in purchasing. Council, City Attorney 
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Kruse and developers discussed proposed terms. Council directed Kruse to prepare the documents 
and send them to the developers for their review. 
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson will add this item to the next agenda. 

 
Rutland Street Vacate 

 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that all of the required letters were sent to the adjacent 
property owners and utility companies and responses have been received. 

 
M/S C Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve Resolution 2025-17 A resolution setting a public 
hearing for the vacation and sale of an undeveloped portion of Rutland Street between Mechanic Street 
and Chestnut St for May 14, 2025 at 6:00 pm. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: M Schmelzer, Kuehl, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 

New Business  

Richard Moses, 701 W Centre St, Service Line Reimbursement  
 
MS M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To table until the May meeting.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 
Abstention: 0 

 
Garnavillo Community Boosters 4th of July Food Truck with Alcohol 

Garnavillo Community Booster Representative Jeff Hoeger addressed council regarding an alcoholic 
food truck vendor for the 4th of July. Council, Attorney Kruse and staff discussed the event and the 
Boosters request, code says that the Chief of Police has to approve the sale of alcohol in the park. 
Council directed Hoeger to talk to Chief Van Horn about the event. No council action is required.   
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Visu Sewer Inspection Maintenance Contract   
 
M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-18 A resolution approving the proposal from 
Visu-Sewer inspection and maintenance contract.  
Roll Call 

Aye: Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Kuehl 
  Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None  
 
Engineer’s Report 
 

No report. 
 
Attorney Report 

Nuisance Properties  
 

Attorney Kruse reported that the nuisance property trial has been re-set for April 28, subpoenas have 
been served. 
 

Department Reports 

FD Representative Jeff Hoeger provided council with a verbal report, he stated that the new chassis 
is showing up end of May and they are expecting it to take eight to twelve months to be completed. 
He also reported they had record attendance at the pancake breakfast, they served approximately 
1065 people. 
 

Council Comment 
 

Council Member Bill Rademacher stated that there are a couple that need to be cleaned up. City 
Administrator/Clerk Atkinson stated that the City Policy requires a written/signed complaint.   
 

Mayor’s Report 
 

No report. 
 
M/S C Schmelzer/Rademacher To adjourn at 6:52 pm.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 
0 
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        _______________________________________  
        Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Melissa Atkinson, City Administrator/Clerk 


