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The City of Garnavillo City Council met in a regular session on Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at 6:00 pm at 
the Community Center, 106 W Niagara Street, Garnavillo. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson at 6:00 pm. 
 
Roll call was taken. Council members present were Bill Rademacher, Chad Schmelzer, Lance Kuehl, Mike 
Schmelzer and Rachel Wolter.  
 
M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve the consent agenda.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 
Abstention: 0 
 
Claims 
 

Check Vendor Description Amount 
1280E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $2,001.60 
1281E GARNAVILLO PUBLIC LIBRARY POSTAGE $5.11 
1282E WELLMARK PREMIUMS $4,421.12 
1283E IPERS CONTRIBUTIONS $2,693.63 
1284E ALLIANT ENERGY UTILITY $3,406.68 
1285E BLACK HILLS ENERGY UTILITY $2,019.49 
1286E WEEBLY.COM WEBSITE $154.08 
1287E US CELLULAR CELL PHONE $239.77 
1288E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA TAXES $235.26 
1289E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA TAXES $1,100.51 
1290E POSTMASTER POSTAGE $31.65 
1291E POSTMASTER POSTAGE $241.00 
1292E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $680.37 
1293E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS LIBRARY $67.18 
1294E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS PHONE $865.03 
1295E BLACK HILLS ENERGY UTILITY $1,096.97 
1296E COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER $10.00 
1297E COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER $10.00 
1298E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $2,050.91 
1299E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS $781.45 
1300E IPERS CONTRIBUTIONS $2,677.14 
1301E POSTMASTER POSTAGE $37.86 
1302E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA TAXES $1,140.77 
1303E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA TAXES $235.09 
1304E US CELLULAR CELL PHONE $239.84 
1305E WELLMARK PREMIUMS $4,421.12 
17316  ALLIANT ENERGY UTILITY $343.77 
17317  THREE RIVERS FS CO FUEL $1,283.30 
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17322  ALLIANT ENERGY FIRE DEPT $330.03 
17323  AMSDEN, BONNEY JO PD FOLDERS $15.23 
17324  ATKINSON, MELISSA CONFERENCE $438.12 
17325  AUTOTEK GRAPHIC DESIGN SIGN $300.00 
17326  BADGER METER READS $31.68 
17327  BODENSTEINER IMPLEMENT FD GATOR $1,301.00 
17328  BRANDEL LAWN & LANDSCAPE PARK $320.00 
17329  CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT LIBRARY $98.28 
17330  DEARBORN NATIONAL LIFE INSURAN PREMIUMS $122.40 
17331  ETHAN KOEHN CONSTRUCTION PARK $4,374.55 
17332  EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING WASTEWATER $585.04 
17333  FASSBINDERS SMALL ENGINES TRIMMER $64.90 
17334  FISK FARM & HOME FIRE $296.22 
17335  GARNAVILLO CEMETERY ASSOC DISTRIBUTION $4,798.88 
17336  GARNAVILLO LIONS CLUB PARK $5,000.00 
17337  GUTTENBERG PRESS PUBS $694.76 
17338  HACH COMPANY WATER $212.00 
17339  HACKETTS PORTA POTTY RENTAL PARK $560.00 
17340  HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT WATER $344.22 
17341  IHDE S OIL CHANGE $514.15 
17342  IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES NO PARKING $557.76 
17343  IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY ACADEMY $250.00 
17344  J & R SUPPLY PW SUPPLIES $1,340.00 
17345  KLUESNER SANITATION LLC SERVICE $9,615.00 
17346  METERING & TECHNOLOGY SOLUTION METERS $1,905.10 
17347  MEUSER LUMBER-GUTTENBERG PW SUPPLIES $328.45 
17348  MIDAMERICA BOOKS LIBRARY $73.90 
17349  NORTHEAST IOWA FIRE & FLOOD LIBRARY $1,468.80 
17350  SCHUMANN REPAIR LLC 2012 F250 $27.45 
17351  SIMMERING-CORY  CODE $383.00 
17352  THREE RIVERS FS CO FUEL $845.75 
17353  WINDRIDGE IMPLEMENT MOWER $164.75 
17354  WOLTER, JUNE LIBRARY $664.77 
17355 ASCENDANCE TRUCKS EASTERN FD CHASSIS $30,350.00 
17356 MIDWEST BREATHING AIR LLC FD COMPRESSOR $10,000.00 
 

Treasurer Report  
 

FY25 April Treasurer 
Report Cash Balance 

 Money 
Market   Checking  Outstanding 

 
Petty 
Cash  

General $   658,039.20  $   749,242.09  $   657,526.39  $512.81  $150  
Road Use Tax $   206,552.72   $   206,552.72    
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Employee Benefit $     42,992.40   $     42,992.40    
Emergency $            62.89   $            62.89    
Tax Increment Financing $       4,738.25   $       4,738.25    
Urban Renewal $       8,144.72   $      8,144.72    
Debt Service $     49,938.64   $     49,938.64    
Capital Project $   316,689.67  $          158.46  $   316,689.67    
Storm Water Utility  $     77,040.63  $     46,734.69  $    77,040.63    
Water $   198,027.69  $   411,048.99  $   197,970.30  $  57.39  $100  
Water Sinking $     (6,690.50)  $     (6,690.50)   
Sewer $   243,762.36  $   893,111.04  $   243,762.36    
  $1,799,298.67  $2,100,295.27  $1,798,728.47  $570.20  $250  

 
General 
Fund  

Special 
Revenue   

Revenues Budget YTD Budget YTD  
Public Safety $  81,348  $  63,076.73     
Public Works $  84,100  $  64,876.52  $101,479  $87,841.96   
Culture & Recreation $  77,925  $  23,982.85     
Other Government $  61,875  $  61,771.06     
Non-Departmental $484,503  $363,036.62  $   56,635  $25,786.00   
Debt Service $  35,613  $  20,196.97     
Capital Project   $  23,164.00     
Proprietary $602,247  $574,883.23     
 Expenditures Budget YTD Budget YTD  
Public Safety $251,600  $147,509.26  $  18,550  $  9,490.35   
Public Works $155,900  $  89,370.70  $174,550  $26,388.37   
Health & Social Services $       875      
Culture & Recreation $138,527  $  60,470.97  $  10,700  $  6,771.59   
Economic Development $    1,600  $    1,335.00     
Other Government $168,750  $120,411.47  $11,125  $12,183.36   
Debt Service $  36,156  $    2,541.25    

 
Capital Project  $  68,296.17  

  
 

Proprietary $502,719  $388,655.84     
 
Citizen Comments 
 

Kay Vifian addressed the council regarding her concerns and opposition to the Pattison Sand 
Company’s DNR Permit request to increase their water usage. She provided the following 
Facebook Page – Protect Clayton County Water Sources 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575528816443 for anyone who wants more 
information. Resident Bonnie Tuecke stated that this affects the Jordan Aquifer which supplies 
water to the City of Garnavillo. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575528816443


 City of Garnavillo 
 

 
 

Public Hearing 
 

Undeveloped Portion of Rutland Street Vacate 
 

Mayor Lawson briefed the residents on the hearing details. 
 

The Undeveloped Portion of Rutland Street Vacate Public Hearing was opened at 6:11 pm by 
Mayor Lawson. Roll Call was taken and council members present were Rachel Wolter, Lance 
Kuehl, Mike Schmelzer, Chad Schmelzer and Bill Rademacher.  

 
There were no citizen comments, no council comments and staff had not received any comments.  

 
The public hearing was closed at 6:12 pm.  

 
M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-20 A resolution to vacate a portion of 
public property to wit: A portion of Rutland Street located between Mechanic Street and Chestnut Street 
in Garnavillo, Iowa. 
Roll Call 

Aye: C Schmelzer, Kuehl, M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
 

Old Business 
 

Sale of Property – Vacated Undeveloped Portion of Rutland Street 
 

Rosemary & Leonard Ohrt, $680.06 plus legal and publishing costs. 
 
M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-21 A resolution approving sale of city 
property described as a portion of Rutland Street located between Mechanic Street and Chestnut Street 
in Garnavillo, Iowa to Rosemary & Leonard Ohrt.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: Kuehl, M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
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Alexa Schroeder & Trae Wiedner, $489.72 plus legal and publishing costs. 
 

M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-22 A resolution approving sale of city 
property described as a portion of Rutland Street located between Mechanic Street and Chestnut Street 
in Garnavillo, Iowa to Alexa Schroeder & Trae Wiedner.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Meier Second Addition Lots 
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that she misunderstood and should have set a 
public hearing to sell the lots.  
  

M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-23 A resolution setting a public 
hearing regarding a proposal to vacate a dispose of public property, to wit: Meier Second Addition Lots: 
10, 11, 12, 13 and 18 on Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at 6 pm. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl, M Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

General Traffic Regulations Ordinance  
 

Chief of Police Van Horn addressed council regarding the proposed ordinance.  
 

M/S Wolter/M Schmelzer To approve the first reading of Ordinance 03-2025 Chapter 62 General 
Traffic Regulations.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: Rademacher, Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None  
 
M/S M Schmelzer/Kuehl To suspend the rules and approve Ordinance 03-2025 Chapter 62 General 
Traffic Regulations on the first reading.  
Roll Call 
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 Aye: Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Richard Moses, 701 W Centre St, Service Line Reimbursement  
 

Richard Moses addressed the council about the service line for his property and asked for 
reimbursement of his half of the service. 

 
M/S Kuehl/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-24 A resolution approving reimbursement for service 
line installation at 701 W Centre St, $2,000.00. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Wolter, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 
New Business  
 

City Attorney Appointment, Kevin Stinn  
 

City Attorney Kruse introduced Kevin Stinn her proposed replacement. 
 

M/S C Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-25 A resolution authorizing official 
appointments, City Attorney.  
Roll Call 

Aye: Wolter, M Schmelzer, Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 

 
Urban Chicken Ordinance  

 
M/S Kuehl/Wolter To approve the first reading of Ordinance 04-2025 Chapter 56 Urban Chickens.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: M Schmelzer, Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
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M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter To suspend the rules and approve Ordinance 04-2025 Chapter 56 Urban 
Chickens on the first reading. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter, M Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Urban Chicken Fees  
 

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the fees need to be set by resolution per the 
ordinance. 

 
M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-26 A resolution setting Urban Chicken 
Permit Fees. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: C Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter, M Schmelzer, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Zoning Regulations Ordinance 
 

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that she has been asked several times about putting 
an Airbnb in the old bank building, she stated that she researched neighboring communities and 
they addressed it in the zoning code by special exception approved by the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment. 
 

M/S Wolter/M Schmelzer To approve the first reading of Ordinance 05-2025 Chapter 165 Zoning 
Regulations.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: Rademacher, Wolter, M Schmelzer, Kuehl, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 
M/S C Schmelzer/Wolter To suspend the rules and to approve Ordinance 05-2025 Chapter 165 
Zoning Regulations on the first reading. 
Roll Call 
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 Aye: Kuehl, Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

FD: Airpack System Compressor, $16,000  
 
Leonard Ohrt addressed the council regarding the need for a new air compressor for the air packs, 
he stated that the department will put $6,000.00 to the cost.  
 

M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-27 A resolution approving purchase of a 
Midwest Breathing Air LLC – BAM06H Compressor, $10,000. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

FD: 2026 International MV607 SBA, $130,350  
 

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that Fire Chief Casey Goerdt forwarded the invoice 
for the purchase of the chassis stating that she didn’t know how much the association was putting 
towards it. Atkinson stated that the chassis was budgeted for FY26 and the association previously 
stated that they would contribute $85,000.00. Jill Ohrt stated that Chief Goerdt told her they 
would put $100,000 towards the purchase. Leonard Ohrt stated that he thought the association 
committed to the full amount but needed to confirm with them.  
 

M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-28 A resolution approving the purchase of a 
new 2026 International – MV607 SBA ~ VIN 3HAEUTAR6TL472652, Garnavillo Fire Association portion 
$100,000 and the City of Garnavillo portion $30,350. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter, Kuehl, Rademacher 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

June 11, 2025 Regular Meeting Date Change  
 

Mayor Lawson explained to council the City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson has training June 9 – 
11, 2025 in Ames and asked to have the meeting moved.  
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M/S Rademacher/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-29 A resolution to move the June 2025 council 
meeting from June 11, 2025 to June 18, 2025. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: C Schmelzer, Wolter, Kuehl, Rademacher, M Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Park: Sidewalk Panel Replacements 
 

Public Works Superintendent Schroyer explained to council that there are ten panels that need to 
be replaced at the Main Street Park and he obtained two quotes that were in the packet.  
 

M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-30 A resolution approving an estimate 
to repair damaged sidewalk panels in the Main Street Park from Ethan Koehn not to exceed, $2,736.00. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Wolter, Kuehl, Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Compost Grinding Proposal, $25,595  
 
Public Works Superintendent Schroyer explained to council that the compost pile has gotten very 
large and is need of grinding. City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson stated that we budgeted for it 
next year but do have the money in the budget this year since we didn’t do the salt/sand shed 
this year.  

 
M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-31 A resolution approving an estimate 
to grind the compost site from Brad Miller Logging Inc not to exceed $25,595.00. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Kuehl, Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
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RFP: Chip & Seal  
 

Public Works Superintendent Schroyer explained to council that he will put together a list of 
streets for the RFP with request for pea gravel and crushed pea gravel and that we will get it sent 
out. 
 

M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-32 A resolution approving an RFP for 
2025 Chip & Seal. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Pattison Sand DNR Permit Letter  
  

Public Works Superintendent Schroyer explained to council that he has been researching the 
Pattison Sand DNR Water Usage Permit request and his concerns. 
 

M/S M Schmelzer/ Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-33 A resolution approving a letter of 
opposition to the DNR regarding Pattison Sand Company’s request for water withdrawal, Log No 33,483.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Wolter, Kuehl, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None  
 
Attorney Report 
 

Nuisance Properties 
Attorney Kruse addressed council regarding the nuisance property that is currently in litigation, 
she presented a proposed agreement with purchaser that calls out to the need to address the 
issues with the property and the inspection of the property. Kruse explained that the review 
hearing is May 19th if council does not agree with this agreement and the sale will not go through. 
She stated that the terms will be held in escrow to be finalized once the sale is complete.  
 

M/S C Schmelzer/Kuehl To direct Attorney Kruse to proceed with the agreement and dismiss the 
case.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0 
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Department Reports 
 

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson stated that the report was in packet. 
 
Fire Department: Leonard Ohrt reported that Pumper Truck #2 broke down and is in for repairs.  

 
Police Department written report was in the packet. Chief Van Horn addressed council regarding 
the damage done to the new concrete around the new bathrooms. Van Horn asked for guidance 
from the council on how they want to handle the situation, ie: charges or juvenile court. Attorney 
Kruse recommended referring to juvenile court to work out restitution. Council directed Van 
Horn to refer it to juvenile court.  
 
Library written report was in packet. 
 
PWS Schroyer told council that he spoke to Streets Committee and they selected matte black for 
the light poles on Main Street and that he contacted the painter who stated she could probably 
get them done by the 4th of July.  
 

Council Comment 
 

None 
 
Mayor’s Report 
 

None 
 
M/S Rademacher/Wolter To adjourn at 7:31 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0 
 
 
 

______________________________________  
Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson, Mayor 

Attest: 
 
 
________________________________  
Melissa J Atkinson, City Administrator/Clerk 
 


