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The City of Garnavillo City Council met in a regular session on Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at 6:00 pm at 
the Community Center, 106 W Niagara Street, Garnavillo. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Charles Lawson at 6:01 pm. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll call was taken. Council members present were Bill Rademacher, Chad Schmelzer and Lance Kuehl. 
Council members absent were Mike Schmelzer and Rachel Wolter. 
 
M/S Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve the consent agenda. Aye: 3 Nay: 0 Absent: 2 
Abstention: 0 
 
Claims 
 
Check Vendor Description  Amount  
001318E BLACK HILLS ENERGY UTILITY  $      490.67  
001319E IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY DEBT  $ 11,326.25  
001320E US CELLULAR CELL PHONES  $      239.84  
001321E IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY DEBT  $ 19,908.12  
001322E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS PHONES  $      867.86  
001323E COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER  $        10.00  
001324E COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER  $        10.00  
001325E COMMUNITY SAVINGS BANK DEBT  $ 22,287.50  
001326E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS  $      717.22  
001327E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE WITHHOLDINGS  $   2,016.07  
001328E IPERS RETIREMENT  $   2,802.16  
001329E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS LIBRARY  $        70.93  
017363  ALLIANT ENERGY UTILITY  $      167.94  
017364  ATKINSON, MELISSA TRAINING  $      656.29  
017365  BADGER METER READS  $        31.68  
017366  BANYON DATA SYSTEMS SUPPORT  $   1,730.00  
017367  BODENSTEINER IMPLEMENT PW SUPPLIES  $        12.83  
017368  CENGAGE LEARNING INC/GALE LIBRARY  $      105.71  
017369  CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT LIBRARY  $        98.28  
017370  CULLIGAN WATER FD  $        10.75  
017371  DEMCO LIBRARY  $      405.77  
017372  ETHAN KOEHN CONSTRUCTION 2025-30 RES  $   2,736.00  
017373  EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING TESTING  $   1,170.08  
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017374  FISK FARM & HOME PW SUPPLIES  $      387.76  
017375  GARNAVILLO COMMUNITY BOOSTERS 4TH OF JULY  $   5,000.00  
017376  GARNAVILLO MILL FLAGS  $      203.74  
017377  GUTTENBERG PRESS PUBLICATIONS  $      326.92  
017378  HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT PW SUPPLIES  $      347.94  
017379  HERITAGE PRINTING TICKETS  $      115.27  
017380  IHDE S FUEL  $      582.28  
017381  KLUESNER SANITATION LLC TRASH/RECYCLE  $   4,830.00  
017382  LAWSON, CHARLES NUISANCE MEETING  $      237.40  
017383  MICROBAC TESTING  $        90.00  
017384  MARC PW SUPPLIES  $      138.65  
017385  POSTMASTER BOX RENT  $        64.00  
017386  QUILL CORP LIBRARY  $      278.29  
017387  RICHARD MOSES RES 2025-24  $   2,000.00  
017388  RICOH USA INC COPIER  $      139.23  
017389  SCHMITZ JANITORIAL SUPPLY PW SUPPLIES  $      145.30  
017390  SHEKLETON INSPECTIONS HOME INSPECTION  $      550.00  
017391  THREE RIVERS COMPANY FUEL  $      610.32  
017392  VAN HORN, ERIC FUEL  $        15.00  
017393  WOLTER, JUNE LIBRARY  $      295.46  

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
FY25 May Treasurer 
Report 

 Money 
Market   Checking  Outstanding  Petty Cash  

General $     750,870.77  $     612,732.96  $         18,104.35  $            150  
Road Use Tax  $     213,955.77    
Employee Benefit  $       41,137.33    
Emergency  $              62.89    
Tax Increment Financing  $         4,738.25    
Urban Renewal  $         8,144.72    
Debt Service  $       52,748.46    
Capital Project $            158.46  $     316,689.67    
Storm Water Utility  $       46,815.65  $       78,403.55    
Water $     411,761.07  $     205,482.01  $              253.37  $            100  
Water Sinking  $        (6,690.50)   
Sewer $     894,658.49  $     254,712.13    
 $  2,104,264.43  $  1,782,117.24  $         18,357.72  $            250  
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 General Fund  Special Revenue 
Revenues Budget YTD Budget YTD 
Public Safety $            81,348  $       71,523.93    
Public Works $            84,100  $       70,104.90  $            101,479  $  96,432.73  
Health & Social Services     
Culture & Recreation $            77,925  $       23,982.85    
Economic Development     
Other Government $            61,875  $       67,023.72    
Non-Departmental $          484,503  $     393,652.50  $              56,635  $  27,976.22  
Debt Service $            35,613  $       35,782.57    
Capital Project  $       23,164.00    
Proprietary $          602,247  $     621,169.43    
 Expenditures Budget YTD Budget YTD 
Public Safety $          251,600  $     196,057.88  $              18,550  $  10,034.83  
Public Works $          155,900  $     102,762.87  $            174,550  $  26,388.37  
Health & Social Services $                 875     
Culture & Recreation $          138,527  $       82,364.72  $              10,700  $    7,393.31  
Economic Development $              1,600  $         1,335.00    
Other Government $          168,750  $     126,027.80  $              11,125  $  13,295.02  
Debt Service $            36,156  $         2,541.25    

Capital Project  $       68,296.17  
  

Proprietary $          502,719  $     382,762.13    
 
Citizen Comments 

 
Residents asked about the following items: 

 
City council meeting cancellation notification. City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson stated 
that all meeting notices are on our website. Residents asked if they could be put on 
Facebook as well.  
 
Meier 2nd Addition Lot 22, since it isn’t buildable can it be split and added to lots 18 and 
17. City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that it is not a buildable lot and has no 
street access. Council directed Atkinson to look into how much it will cost and bring to 
the next council meeting.  
 
Thank you for sweeping up pea gravel that the state put down in front of the Post Office. 
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State Representative Jason Gearhardt introduced himself and invited council and 
residents when they have issues or concerns that he may be able to help out with. 
 
Will the park bathrooms be done by the 4th? Lions Club Representative Bill Robinson 
stated that it is getting close and expects to be done. 
 
Why are the Alliant boxes different sizes and why do some of them hum? Council and 
staff explained that it is Alliant’s project and we have no control. 
 

Old Business 
 
Chip & Seal Contract Award  

 
PWS Schroyer presented the two bids: Kluesner Sanitation and Fahrner. Fahrner uses crushed 
washed quartz and will come back in October and sweep up the extra chips. This is also a low 
dust product. Council expressed their concerns with previous applications that have been better 
but also caused a lot of dust and extra product left in yards.  

 
M/S C Schmelzer/Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-36 A resolution approving the 2025 Chip & 
Seal Proposal from Fahrner Asphalt not to exceed $95,000. 
Roll Call 

Aye: C Schmelzer, Kuehl, Rademacher 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 

 
205 W Adams St/Garnavillo Lions Club Lease 

 
Lions Club Representative Bill Robinson addressed the council regarding long term usage 
agreement for the 205 W Adams St, they would like a ten-year lease since they have put $4,500 in 
improvements to make it meet their needs. Lions Club will continue to provide liability insurance 
and pay utilities. There are three organizations involved with the sorting of cans: Garnavillo Lions 
Club, Garnavillo Community Boosters and the Garnavillo Historical Society. He stated that the 
groups will make repairs/necessary improvements. 
 
Council and staff discussed several options and verbally agreed to three-year renewable lease at 
no cost. City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson stated that she wants to make sure that we are in 
compliance with State Code prior to final approval. Council directed her to check with the State 
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Auditor to see what needs to be done so there are no issues and put it on the next agenda. The 
lease agreement should also contain an exit clause for the Lions Club and the City. 
 
Shared Salt/Sand Shed Improvements  

 
PWS Schroyer presented the new plan for the salt/sand. City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson and 
Clayton County Engineer Stickfort also provided details.  
 

M/S Kuehl/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-37 A resolution approving the proposed 
project from Clayton County for the improvements for the Shared Salt/Sand Shed located at 208 E 
Chestnut St. 
Roll Call  

Aye: Kuehl, Rademacher, C Schmelzer 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 

 
New Business  

 
East Van Buren Street/Clayton County Improvements  

 
Engineer Stickfort presented his plans for the East Van Buren Street/Clayton County. PWS 
Schroyer asked for an estimate to finish the shoulders up to Roosevelt St. Stickfort also explained 
that they are pinning and grinding the joints and asked if the City would like to participate in this 
project.  
 

M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To table action on item East Van Buren Street/Clayton County 
Improvements until the able until the July meeting. Aye: 3 Nay: 0 Absent: 2 Abstention: 0 
 

GEIDC Street Light Banners  
 
Bill Robinson addressed the council regarding the banners, they are planning on putting them on 
the sidewalk side of the pole, seven ft above the sidewalk. He stated that GEIDC will be 
responsible for their maintenance. He asked council for approve PW to help put them up and 
they will pay for the lift. 
 

M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-38 A resolution approving the 
installation of banners on the 13 street light poles on Main Street.  
Roll Call 
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Aye: Rademacher, Kuehl, C Schmelzer 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 
 
Meier 2nd Addition Lot 9 Improvements  

 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained to council that Lot 9 is unbuildable due to the 
placement of the fire hydrant unless it is moved. 
 

M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-39 A resolution to approve moving the 
fire hydrant adjacent to Lot 9, Meier 2nd Addition 
Roll Call  

Aye: Kuehl, C Schmelzer, Rademacher 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 
 
FY26 Employee Wages  
 
Mayor Charles Lawson presented his wage recommendations to the council, he stated reviews 
have been completed.  
 

M/S C Schmelzer/Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-40 A resolution to approve the FY26 wages. 
Roll Call 

Aye: C Schmelzer, Rademacher, Kuehl 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 

 
PW Equipment: Truck Replacement  

 
PWS Schroyer presented the bids for a new 3500. Council stated that they would like Schroyer 
get a trade-in price before they decide what to do with the old truck. 

 
M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-41 A resolution approving the purchase of a 
2026 Dodge 3500 from Brown’s Sales and Leasing, base price $45,000.00   
Roll Call  

Aye: Rademacher, Kuehl, C Schmelzer 



 City of Garnavillo 
 

2025-06-18  P a g e  | 7 

Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 

 
Solid Waste Fee Ordinance – First Reading 
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the ordinance is to set the new rates approved 
in the current contract with Kluesner Sanitation and are effective 10/01/2025. 
 

M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve the first reading of Ordinance 06-2025 Chapter 100 
Solid Waste Fees. 
Roll Call  

Aye: Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 
 
Community Savings Bank Exposure Limit  

 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the exposure limit sets how much can be 
processed through ACH daily. 
 

M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-42 A resolution for banking purposes. 
Aye: C Schmelzer, Kuehl, Rademacher 
Nay: None 
Absent: M Schmelzer, Wolter 
Abstention: None 
 
City Council Work Sessions, 07/30/25 & 10/29/25  

 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained to council that she would like to have a work 
session where residents are invited to discuss future projects for Garnavillo that council could 
work into the budget.  
 

M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To set two work sessions, 07/30/2025 and 10/29/2025. Aye: 3 Nay: 0 Absent: 
1 Abstention: 0 
 
Department Reports 
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City Administrator/Clerk report was in the packet provided by council. 
 
Chief of Police report was in the packet provided to council. 
 
Library Director report was in the packet provided to the council. 
 
Fire Department, there was no report.  
 
Public Works Superintendent provided a verbal report to council. 
 

Council Comments 
 

City Council Member Rademacher spoke to Chief of Police Van Horn about a maroon pickup that 
residents are complaining about, he stated that it is loud and fast. He also asked Chief about a 
Facebook post regarding an individual not being charged for a crime committed. Van Horn stated 
that he was the officer involved in that situation and that it involved a minor and he handled it 
accordingly 
 

Mayor’s Report  
 

None 
 

M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To adjourn at 7:39 pm. Aye: 3 Nay: 0 Absent: 2 Abstention: 0 
 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson, Mayor   

Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________________  
Melissa Atkinson, City Administrator/Clerk 


