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The City of Garnavillo City Council met in a regular session on Wednesday, July 9, 2025 at the 
Community Center, 106 W Niagara Street, Garnavillo. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson called the meeting to order at 6 pm.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll call was taken. Council members present were Bill Rademacher, Chad Schmelzer, Lance Kuehl, Mike 
Schmelzer and Rachel Wolter. 
 
M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer To approve the consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 
0 
 
Claims 
 

Check Vendor Description  Amount  
001340E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS PHONE  $    865.33  
001341E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS PHONE  $      67.66  
001342E BLACK HILLS ENERGY UTILITY  $    500.62  
001343E COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER  $      10.00  
001344E COMELEC SERVICES INC ROUTER  $      10.00  
001345E IRS WITHHOLDINGS  $ 1,922.81  
001346E IRS WITHHOLDINGS  $    869.60  
001347E IRS WITHHOLDINGS  $    547.74  
001348E IPERS CONTRIBUTIONS  $ 2,652.09  
001349E WELLMARK PREMIUMS  $ 4,421.12  
017408  ALLIANT ENERGY UTILITY  $    167.94  
017409  AM PAINTING LIGHT POLES  $ 3,055.00  
017410  BADGER METER READS  $      31.76  
017411  BOBS LAWN CARE PARK  $      75.00  
017412  CLAYTON COUNTY ABSTRACT LEGAL  $ 1,000.00  
017413  CLAYTON COUNTY SECONDARY ROADS PAINT  $    357.75  
017414  EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING WASTE WATER  $    731.30  
017415  FEHR GRAHAM DIAMOND MAP  $    216.00  
017416  GARNAVILLO CEMETERY ASSOC DISTRIBUTION  $      23.67  
017417  GARNAVILLO MILL PARK  $        5.80  
017418  GUTTENBERG PRESS PUBLICATIONS  $    665.14  
017419  HACKETTS PORTA POTTY RENTAL PARK  $    500.00  
017420  HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT WATER  $    261.78  
017421  IAMU SAFETY TRAINING  $    435.00  
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017422  IHDE S FUEL  $      87.50  
017423  IA DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY-TB FEES  $    300.00  
017424  IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES DUES  $    856.00  
017425  IOWA ONE CALL LOCATES  $      30.60  
017426  IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES NEWSLETTERS  $    558.30  
017427  KLUESNER SANITATION LLC TRASH/RECYCLE  $ 4,830.00  
017428  MEUSER LUMBER-ELKADER BATHROOM  $      22.06  
017429  MICROBAC WATER  $      42.50  
017430  RADEMACHER, LINDA SUPPLIES  $      31.03  
017431  SCHUMANN REPAIR LLC 2012 F250  $      92.85  
017432  THREE RIVERS FS CO FUEL  $    879.22  

 
Treasurer Report 
 

  
Money 
Market  Checking  Outstanding 

 
Petty 
Cash  

 GL 
Transactions  

General $    752,335.91  $    565,505.08  $  28,354.11  $ 150  $  371,610.47  
Road Use Tax   $      64,703.93  $  80,000.00    
Employee Benefit   $      37,404.60     
Emergency   $             62.89      
TIF   $        4,738.25      
Urban Renewal   $        8,144.72      
Debt Service   $      19,207.76      
Capital Project $           158.46  $    316,689.67     $ (380,000.00) 
Storm Water Utility  $      46,894.14  $      79,691.66     $    10,000.00  
Water $    412,451.41  $    112,285.56  $  52,682.88  $ 100   
Water Sinking   $      50,761.23  $ (51,797.00)    
Sewer $    896,158.70  $    264,510.85  $     2,110.52     
 $ 2,107,998.62  $ 1,523,706.20  $ 111,350.51  $ 250  $      1,610.47  

 

Revenues General Fund   
Special 
Revenue   

  Budget YTD Budget YTD 
Public Safety $      81,948  $      74,410.94    
Public Works $      84,100  $      75,191.13  $ 101,479  $ 108,365.40  
Culture & Recreation $      77,925  $      44,091.72    
Economic Development     
Other Government $      61,975  $      67,160.27   $          45.97  
Non-Departmental $    484,503  $    403,281.63  $   53,635  $   28,033.16  
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Debt Service $      35,613  $      35,855.62     
Capital Project  $      23,164.00    
Proprietary $    602,247  $    721,122.17    
Total $ 1,428,311  $ 1,444,277.48  $ 155,114  $ 136,444.53  
 Expenditures     
Public Safety $    251,600  $    201,667.17  $   18,550  $   10,425.69  
Public Works $    155,400  $    130,833.18  $ 175,050  $ 120,420.17  
Health & Social Services $           875     
Culture & Recreation $    138,527  $      96,940.10  $   10,700  $     8,009.45  
Economic Development $        1,600  $        1,335.00  $     5,000  $     5,000.00  
Other Government $    168,750  $    131,600.14  $   11,125  $   14,361.26  
Debt Service $      36,155.50  $      36,155.00    

Capital Project    $      68,296.17  
  

Proprietary $    502,719  $    532,179.74    
Total $ 1,255,627  $ 1,199,006.50  $ 220,425  $ 158,216.57  

 
Citizen Comments 
 

Citizen comments were as follows: 
 

St Paul’s Lutheran Church will be holding a Community BBQ on Saturday, August 16th and they 
would like to borrow five picnic tables from the park. Council stated that they would use as many 
picnic tables as they need.  
 
Main Street Park Bathrooms are open for public use, there are only a few things that need to be 
addressed; mirrors and door closers. 
 
Main Street Banners are up and looking good.  
 
Paint Iowa Beautiful Grant work will start soon, four buildings will be painted.  
 

Old Business 
 

205 W Adams St/Garnavillo Lions Club Lease  
 
Attorney Stinn stated that he reviewed the lease agreement explaining that he didn’t see any issues 
or concerns and told council they could approve with no issues.  
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M/S Kuehl/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-43 A resolution approving entering into a three-year 
lease with the Garnavillo Lions Club, Garnavillo Historical Society and the Garnavillo Community 
Boosters for the use of the city storage building located at 205 S Adams St.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: C Schmelzer, Kuehl, M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher 

Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
 
Solid Waste Fees Ordinance 
 
Council Member M Schmelzer noticed a typo in the ordinance, City Administrator/Clerk 
Atkinson stated she will get it corrected. 

 
M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve the second reading of Ordinance 06-2025 Chapter 106 
Solid Waste Fees. 
Roll Call  
 Aye: Kuehl, M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None  
  

PW Equipment: Truck Replacement  
 

Public Works Superintendent Schroyer provided council with additional items that were missed 
in the original bid and a preliminary trade-in value.  

 
M/S C Schmelzer/Rademacher To amend Resolution 2025-41 A resolution approving the purchase 
of 2026 Ram 3500 for the Public Works Department to include a bedliner, undercoating, paint protection 
and interior protection not to exceed $48,000 with a minimum trade-in value of $9,000.  
Roll Call  
 Aye: M Schmelzer, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
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East Van Buren Street/Clayton County Improvements  

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson presented the proposal received for paved shoulders 
including safety rumble strips from Clayton County Engineer Stickfort to be done in conjunction 
with their project. 

 
M/S M Schmelzer/Kuehl To motion to approve the proposal from Clayton County regarding paved 
shoulders including safety rumble strips. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0 
 
New Business  

UERPC Nuisance Service Agreement  
 
Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission Representatives Rachelle Howe and Kayla 
Miller presented the proposal regarding their assistance with nuisance properties in town. City 
council members asked questions and had concerns, they decided to table until the work session 
on 07/30/2025 to allow the residents to have input.  

M/S Wolter/Rademacher To table UERPC Nuisance Service Agreement until after the 07/30/25 work 
session. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0 

208 E Chestnut Street Shared Facility (Salt/Sand Shed) 28E Agreement  
 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that the proposed agreement includes the terms 
discussed at the last council meeting.  

M/S M Schmelzer/Rademacher To approve Resolution 2025-44 A resolution approving a 28E 
agreement for the shared salt/sand shed and salt/sand usage with Clayton County.  
Roll Call  
 Aye: Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 

Oak Street Vacate Ordinance  

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that this ordinance is to clean up a prior vacate that 
was done in 2018. Per code we are to vacate property by ordinance not resolution.  
 



 City of Garnavillo 
 
 

2025-07-10  6 | P a g e  

M/S Wolter/M Schmelzer To approve Ordinance 07-2025 An ordinance vacating a portion of public 
property to whit: A portion of Oak Street located between Main Street and Monroe Street. 
Roll Call 

Aye: Wolter, C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Kuehl 
Nay: None 
Absent: None 
Abstention: None 
 

M/S M Schmelzer/Wolter A motion to suspend the rules to waive additional readings and approve 
on the first read.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: C Schmelzer, M Schmelzer, Bill, Kuehl, Wolter 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 

Rutland Street Vacate Ordinance 
 
M/S Wolter/C Schmelzer To approve the first reading of Ordinance 08-2025 An ordinance vacating 
a portion of public property to whit: A portion of Rutland Street located between Mechanic Street and 
Chestnut Street 
Roll Call 
 Aye: M Schmelzer, Rademacher, Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
 
M/S Rademacher/M Schmelzer A motion to suspend the rules to waive additional readings and 
approve on the first read.  
Roll Call 
 Aye: Rademacher, M Schmelzer, C Schmelzer, Wolter, Kuehl 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstention: None 
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Fehr Graham Survey Agreement for Meier 2nd Addition Lot 22  
 
Developer Tyler Kraus with Next Move Properties LLC addressed the council regarding the 
property and asked several questions. Council, Kraus and staff discussed the options available. 
Council stated that they would like a purchase offer before they proceed with approving a survey 
agreement.  
  

M/S M Schmelzer/C Schmelzer  To table Fehr Graham Survey Agreement for Meier 2nd Addition 
Lot 22 to a later meeting. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Absent: 0 Abstention: 0 
 
Engineer Report 

 
No Report 

 
Attorney Report 
 

No Report 
 
Department Reports 

 
City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson’s report was in the council packet. 
 
Library Direct Wolter’s report was in the council packet. 
 
Chief of Police Van Horn’s report was handed out council.  
 
Public Works Superintendent Schroyer provided council with a verbal report.  
 

Schroyer stated that the contractor came and marked the streets for chip & seal work, he 
stated that they should start work in a few weeks.  
 
Adams Court damage by equipment, he asked council for direction. Council stated that 
he should reach out to the contractor and discuss plans/repairs with them.  
 

Fire Department report was provided by Council Member Rademacher. Rademacher stated that 
new compressor is being installed next week and that the chassis is in the fire station until Simons 
is ready to build.  
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Council Comments 
 

Council Member M Schmelzer asked about the 2023 chip & seal work and where we are with the 
faulty work. PWS Schroyer stated that we had discussed filing a claim against the company to get 
them repaired. Council directed staff and the attorney to prepare a letter to send to contractor 
regarding the maintenance bond.  

 
Mayor’s Report 
  
 None  
 
M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To adjourn at 7:03 pm. 
 
 
         ______________________________  
         Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________________  
Melissa Atkinson, City Administrator/Clerk 
 


