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The City of Garnavillo City Council met in a regular session on Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at 6:00 
pm at the Community Center, 106 W Niagara Street, Garnavillo. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson at 6:00 pm. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll call was taken. Council members present were Bill Rademacher, Chad Schmelzer, Lance Kuehl and 
Rachel Wolter. Council Member Mike Schmelzer was absent. 
 
M/S C Schmelzer/Wolter To approve the consent agenda. Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 1 Abstention: 0 
 
Claims 
 

Check Vendor Amount Description 
001373E BLACK HILLS ENERGY $470.02 GAS SERVICE 
001375E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $1,986.30 WITHHOLDINGS 
001379E POSTMASTER $6.86 CERTIFIED 
001380E ALLIANT ENERGY $7,045.51 UTILITY 
001381E POSTMASTER $261.00 POSTAGE 
001382E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $1,854.12 WITHHOLDINGS 
001383E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $2,012.92 WITHHOLDINGS 
001384E BLACK HILLS ENERGY $469.53 UTILITY 
001385E US CELLULAR $239.72 CELL PHONES 
001386E IPERS $2,800.93 CONTRIBUTIONS 
001387E COMELEC SERVICES INC $10.00 ROUTER 
001388E COMELEC SERVICES INC $10.00 ROUTER 
001389E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS $862.48 PHONE 
001390E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA $1,264.47 WATER 
001391E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA $1,183.46 WATER 
001392E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA $267.75 SEWER 
001393E TREASURER STATE OF IOWA $249.04 SEWER 
001394E ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS $68.33 LIBRARY 
001395E INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $798.63 WITHHOLDINGS 
001396E WELLMARK $4,421.12 LIBRARY 
001397E ALLIANT ENERGY $378.12 UTILITY 
017476  BROWN S SALES & LEASING $37,471.00 VIN3C63R3AJXTG172197 
017481  ALLIANT ENERGY $385.39 UTILITY 
017482  ASSURED PARTNERS GREAT PLAINS LLC $591.00 RAM 3500 
017483  BADGER METER $31.76 READS 
017484  BAKER & TAYLOR $15.96 LIBRARY 
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017485  BILL MILLER LOGGING INC $25,595.00 COMPOST 
017486  BROWN S SALES & LEASING $166.00 RAM 3500 FLOOR MATS 
017487  CENGAGE LEARNING INC/GALE $78.72 LIBRARY 
017488  CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT $100.68 LIBRARY 
017489  DUBUQUE FIRE EQUIPMENT INC $378.00 EXTINGUISHERS 
017490  EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING $585.04 SEWER 
017491  FAHRNER ASPHALT SEALERS $10,032.88 CHIP & SEAL 
017492  FEHR GRAHAM $1,140.00 GENERAL SERVICES 
017493  FISK FARM & HOME $127.93 SUPPLIES 
017494  GARNAVILLO FIREMENS ASSOC $1.00 BLDG 
017495  GUTTENBERG PRESS $221.96 PUBLICATIONS 
017496  HAWKINS WATER TREATMENT $271.35 WATER 
017497  IHDE S $1,162.85 FUEL & SERVICE 
017498  JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD $126.34 LIBRARY 
017499  KLUESNER SANITATION LLC $4,830.00 TRASH/RECYCLE 
017500  MICROBAC LABORATORIES INC $42.50 WATER 
017501  QUILL CORP $44.79 LIBRARY 
017502  RADEMACHER, LINDA $45.53 SUPPLIES 
017503  RICOH USA INC $107.42 COPIER 
017504  ROYAL PRODUCTS $29.99 CHAIN 
017505  SCHMITZ JANITORIAL SUPPLY $102.30 SUPPLIES 
017506  THREE RIVERS COMPANY $651.96 FUEL 
017507  WOLTER, JUNE $173.49 LIBRARY 

 
Treasurer Report 
 

  Money Market  Checking Petty Cash 
General  $      755,481.75   $  574,655.90   $                150.00  
Road Use Tax   $  120,915.76   
Employee Benefit   $    27,283.64   
Emergency   $           62.89   
Tax Increment Financing   $      4,738.25   
Urban Renewal   $      8,144.72   
Debt Service   $    19,304.13   
Capital Project  $             158.46   $  316,689.67   
Storm Water Utility   $        47,056.76   $    82,426.10   
Water  $      413,881.73   $  184,978.67   $                100.00  
Water Sinking   $    (1,035.77)  
Sewer  $      899,266.99   $  288,454.71   
  $   2,115,845.68  1626618.67  $                250.00  
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  General  Special  
   Budget   YTD   Budget   YTD  
Public Safety REV $  147,048 $   2,112.30   
 EXP $  179,650 $   9,713.26 $   15,650 $   1,734.82  
Public Works REV $  147,048 $   5,672.85 $ 107,225  $   8,335.35  

 EXP $  155,400 $ 24,770.73 $ 168,775  $ 44,836.81  
Culture & Recreation REV $    48,875  $        68.56   
 EXP $    98,836  $ 11,490.24 $     9,450  $   1,438.31  
Other Government REV $    65,100  $      180.14   
 EXP $  183,250  $ 23,520.44 $    10,750 $   3,035.30  
Economic Dev EXP $      1,600   $      4,000  
Non-Dept REV $  379,995  $ 18,238.52 $    30,508 $        75.12  
Debt Service REV $    36,635  $        96.37    
 EXP $    36,635     
Proprietary REV $  602,247  $ 48,769.82   
 EXP $  501,085 $ 48,146.11   

 
Citizen Comments 
 

Resident concerned about what we are doing with the Speede Shop property. 
 
Old Business 
 

Fehr Graham Survey Agreement for Meier 2nd Addition Lot 22 
 
M/S C Schmelzer/Rademacher To un-table and not approve the Fehr Graham Survey Agreement 
for Meier 2nd Addition Lot 22. Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 1 Abstention: 0 
 
New Business 
 

Garnavillo Day Care Partnership Request  
 

Garnavillo Day Care board members addressed the council: lawn care & snow removal regarding 
their request and explained what they are looking for, ie: Snow Removal & Lawncare. Council 
asked questions and decided to add it to the budget work session in October for further 
consideration.  
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25-854 S Lincoln Street Repairs 
 

Engineer Ertl & PWS Schroyer addressed the council about the condition of the road and what 
needs to be repaired. Council heard residents comments regarding this potential project.  

 
M/S C Schmelzer/Wolter  To table 25-854 S Lincoln Street Repairs decision until after it is discussed 
at the 10/29/25 work session. Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 1 Abstention: 0 
 

FY25 Annual Urban Renewal Report  
 
M/S Rademacher/C Schmelzer To approve Resolution 2025-48 A resolution approving the FY25 
Annual Urban Renewal Report. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: C Schmelzer, Kuehl, Wolter, Rademacher 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: M Schmelzer 
 Abstention: None 
 

FY27 Annual TIF Certification 
 
M/S Rademacher/Kuehl To approve Resolution 2025-49 A resolution approving the FY27 Annual 
TIF Certification. 
Roll Call 
 Aye: Kuehl, Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None  
 Absent: M Schmelzer  
 Abstention: None 
 

2026 E911 Service Board Representative Appointments  
 

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained she had not talked to Jeremy Schmelzer to see if he 
would still want to serve. Council Member Rademacher stated that he would continue as the 
alternate. 
  

M/S C Schmelzer/Wolter To approve Resolution 2025-50 A resolution appointing Jerry Schmelzer as 
the representative and Bill Rademacher as the alternate to the E911 Service Board for 2026, pending 
Schmelzer saying yes. 
Roll Call  
 Aye: Wolter, Rademacher, C Schmelzer, Kuehl 
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 Nay: None 
 Absent: M Schmelzer 
 Abstention: None 
 

Chronic Nuisance Properties Ordinance  
 
M/S Wolter/Kuehl To approve the first reading of Chapter 57 Chronic Nuisance Properties 
Ordinance.  
Roll Call  
 Aye: Rademacher, Kuehl, Wolter, C Schmelzer 
 Nay: None 
 Absent: M Schmelzer 
 Abstention: None 
 

FY27 Gem Park Project  
 

City Administrator/Clerk Atkinson explained that she is looking for ideas to make improvements 
in Gem Park for FY27. Council stated that they would like to see a permanent restroom, a swing 
set and to start the process to add Lot 6 to the park to increase its size. Atkinson stated that she 
will start gathering information for the work session.  
 
Halloween Hours  

 
M/S Rademacher/Wolter To set Halloween Trick or Treat hours to be 5 pm – 7 pm. Aye: 4 Nay: 0 
Absent: 1 Abstention: 0 
 
Engineer Report 
 

Engineer Ertl asked council if they would like to reconsider the Main Street Sidewalk Project and 
to apply for the UERPC TAPS Grant which is due in January. Council stated they would like 
additional information and to discuss at the workshop. 
 
Ertl also discussed the storm water repairs and the estimate received, the council directed PWS 
Schroyer and Engineer Ertl to proceed with the repairs.  

 
Attorney Report 
 

Attorney Stinn addressed the council regarding the letter they would like to be sent to Prairie 
Road Builders, he is going to work with PWS Schroyer to get additional details.  
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Department Reports 
 

Fire Department   No report. 
Chief of Police   Report was added to the packet and a hard copy was handed out. 

 City Administrator/Clerk  Report was in the packet. 
 Library Director  Report was in the packet. 
 
Council Comment 
 

Council Member Rademacher stated that he has received several positive comments regarding 
the chip & seal work that was done this year.  

 
Mayor’s Report 
 

No report. 
 
M/S Rademacher/Wolter To adjourn at 7:44 pm. Aye: 4 Nay: 0 Absent: 1 Abstention: 0 
 
 

____________________________________  
Charles ‘Chuck’ Lawson, Mayor 

Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________________  
Melissa Atkinson, City Administrator/Clerk 
 


